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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To surely discriminate an original even in the case 
of a general 

original including no specific mark and a specific original 
covering a specific 

mark part by extracting a picture area, judging the existence of 
a specific 

mark, and when the specific mark exists, judging the original 
concerned as a 
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specific original. 

CONSTITUTION: Color picture data read out by a scanner unit 
101 are inputted to 

a memory 106 and an area including an image is extracted by 
an image area 

extracting part 107. Then a specific mark position in the 
extracted image area 

is calculated, a pattern judging part 108 judges the existence 
of a specific 

mark in the image area extracted by the extarcting part 107 
based upon the 

position and an image continuity evaluating part 109 evaluates 
the existence of 

continuity of the image in the image area. Then an output from 
the evaluating 

part 109 is applied to a discriminating part 111 through a 
specific part 

discriminating part 110 and an output from the discriminating 
part 108 is also 

applied to the discriminating part 111 to shorten the 

processing time of the 

original. 
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